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RSEP DELIVERS GRADUATE-LEVEL PROGRAMS TO NAVAL 
STRIKE GROUPS by MC2 Kellie Arakawa 
     When leaders of deployed U.S. carrier and expeditionary strike 
groups want to gain a better understanding of the cultural and secu-
rity challenges they may face overseas, the Naval Postgraduate School's (NPS) Re-
gional Security Education Program (RSEP) sends teams of professors and regional 
experts to deliver graduate-level briefings at sea.   The program, which was established 
in 2002 as a result of the USS Cole investigation, is intended to enhance the opera-
tional mission of strike groups by providing cultural, historical and security contexts of 
the regions in which they deploy. RSEP teams have visited every U.S. carrier strike 
group, and in just the last few years, they have reached more than 150,000 participants 
worldwide. Additionally, RSEP has seen a growing demand for the program's curricu-
lum. Since 2005, the number of RSEP trips per year has more than doubled.  Most 
recently, an RSEP team accompanied the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 69) Carrier 
Strike Group when it departed in February for a five-month deployment to the Middle 
East. Led by RSEP Program Director retired Rear Adm. Stephen Loeffler, team mem-
bers Dr. Robert Rook, a professor from Towson University, Dr. Michael Freeman, an 
assistant professor from NPS, and Dr. Ahmad Ghoreishi, a professor emeritus from 
NPS, delivered a series of lectures for 10 days at sea. The team spoke to officers and 
senior enlisted personnel about U.S. security strategies in the Middle East, cultural 
awareness and diplomacy, Islam and Islamic fundamentalism, Middle East conflicts, 
and regional insurgencies.  
 NPS SAN DIEGO EXHIBITS AT 2009  
SURFACE NAVY ASSOCIATION  WEST COAST  
  NPS Distributed Learning Office, San Diego exhibited at  SNA West 
Coast Symposium.  The theme of the symposium: “The adaptive 
Surface Warrior –Responding to Emerging Threats” was covered  by four flag officers 
and two naval historians in conjunction with speakers, 21 government-contracted de-
fense companies, suppliers and commands exhibited the latest in surface warfare 
technology and shared future projects and technologies with the 800 military and civil-
ian personnel who attended. 
DISTANT LEARNING STUDENT COMMENTS: 
   They told me it couldn't be done....but, it is doable! Although ardu-
ous, requiring extreme personal flexibility (Weekly class time 1800-0200 
Baghdad local), I completed 7 EMBA classes while stationed in Baghdad, 
Iraq.  Without NPS instructor flexibility and current technology, my Iraq 
orders would have terminated my EMBA pursuit.  -LCDR Ron Rutan, USN 
              Naval Postgraduate School          
                      San Diego 
  September 2009 
 CERTIFICATE AND DEGREE PROGRAMS 
Online applications are currently being accepted for the following programs,  
beginning  6 January 2010. Deadlines for Applications:  2 October 2009 
 
 
DEGREE PROGRAMS:  
Executive Master of Business Administration (EMBA):  
Provides the knowledge and skills needed to be successful in future leadership assignments. The 
programs defense focused courses educate officers to think analytically, to synthesis information 
from a wide range of sources, and ultimately make quality strategic decisions under conditions of 
uncertainty. Tuition free. Point of Contact: wdhatch@nps.edu or htarabis@nps.edu 
 
Master of Mechanical Science Engineering Science (Mechanical Engineer) (MSES-ME): 
Provides students with scientific and technical knowledge of mechanical engineering. This pro-
gram is geared toward Nuclear Powered trained officers. Tuition free. Point of Contact: Dr. Robert 
Cobb at (360) 315-2803. 
 
Masters of Systems Analysis (MSA): Structured to facilitate key decisions on force require-
ments, weapons systems and other defense matters. Tuition free.  
Point of Contact: MSADegProg@nps.edu 
 
Systems Engineering (SE) Non-Resident Master’s Degree (311): The SE non-resident degree 
program is designed for DOD organizations involved in a wide range of systems engineering and 
integration challenges. These commands can now partner with NPS to educate and train engi-
neers with tools and technologies relevant to their work, resulting in employees with greater 
knowledge and expertise to enable them to better meet the needs of their customers. Tuition paid 
by sponsor. Point of Contact: wowen@nps.edu or cawhitco@nps.edu 
 
 
CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS:  
 
The Anti-Submarine Warfare (ASW) Certificate Program provides a science and engineering 
foundation which covers fundamental concepts in four areas: Physical Oceanography, Signal 
Processing, Operations Research, and Engineering Acoustics. These subjects are the educa-
tional cornerstone for this highly interdisciplinary certificate program. Tuition free.  Point of Con-
tact:  dkapolka@nps.edu 
 
Space Systems Certificate (SSC): Provides the foundation to understanding the integration of 
space capabilities across combined armed forces, involving networks, sensors, and weapons. 
The certificate course sequences covers MILSATCOM, remote sensing, physics of the space 
environment, and orbitology, providing knowledge, and insight to exploit the combat advantage 
provided by current and future space-based resources. Tuition free. 
Point of Contact: SSCertProg@nps.edu 
 
Information Systems and Operations Certificate (ISO):   
Focuses on the integration of information technologies, command and control processes, and IO 
methods in the context of Network Centric Warfare. Tuition free.   
Point of Contact: ISOCertProg@nps.edu 
 
Information Systems Technology Certificate (IST): Includes computer and telecommunica-
tions systems, software engineering, networked and distributed applications, database manage-
ment systems, and decision support systems. Tuition free.  
Point of Contact: ISTCertProg@nps.edu  
 
Electric Ship Power Systems (ESPS) Certificate:  
Provides a solid engineering foundation which covers the fundamental concepts in electrical 
power conversion and electromechanical power conversion at the advanced level. This coherent 
program is obtained by taking a 4-graduate-course sequence which provides a mixture of instruc-
tion and computer-based laboratories offering students the opportunity to study the behavior and 
performance of power systems in a virtual environment. Tuition paid for by sponsor.                       
Point of Contact: ajulian@nps.edu 
** Note: There is no service obligation for participating in Certificate Programs** 
For further information regarding distributed learning or resident programs and to apply 
please visit: www.nps.edu/dl 
The NPS San Diego Office is located in Building 152 on the wet side of NAVSTA 32nd Street, next to the Navy College Office.  Craig Turley, CAPT USN 
(Ret.) is available for command briefings and individual counseling on graduate education opportunities. He can be contacted at cwturley@nps.edu.   
Appointments are available by contacting (619) 556-3289 or SanDiegoFCA@nps.edu.    
PEARL HARBOR SHIPYARD EMPLOYEES EARN  NPS CERTIFICATION 
     Six Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard employees recently earned Electric Ship Power 
Systems (ESPS) certificates from the Naval Postgraduate School, Monterey, CA after 
completing and arduous year of study.  All had enrolled in July 2008 in the distance 
learning program, and successfully completed the requirements for the certificate in 
July 2009. This represented a 100 percent completion for Shipyard personnel enrolled 
in the program. Completing the demanding course were nuclear engineers Michael A. 
Hirakami, Chad Kaanoi, of the Nuclear Engineering and Planning Development ; and 
electrical engineers Nicholas C. Kalnins, Erich Kimoto, Lori Sakai, and Jonathan J. 
Vannatta of the Engineering and Planning Department.  “These students stuck with 
attending each course for four quarters consecutive quarters, while at the same time 
working full-time”, said Dr. Monique P. Fargues, NPS associate chair for student pro-
grams. “This is not an easy task and it reflects highly on their level of dedication”.  The 
certification required the Shipyarders to take four class on advanced electronics theory. 
They were allowed four hours every two days to participate in videoconferences and 
study. “These were graduate-level courses” Kalnins said. Although earning  the certifi-
cation was a challenge, Sakai said the knowledge gained, “will help us better under-
stand troubleshooting on the new Virginia-class (submarines).”   
***ATTENTION: RESIDENT STUDENTS*** 
When you enroll at Naval Postgraduate School, you have the opportunity to get a  “Two-Fer”; both 
a Masters Degree and JPME Phase I credit. Plus you save your G.I. Bill benefits! 
